




During the last few months the
Hedleyhope Fell Volunteer Task
Force has been busy
undertaking a wide variety of
tasks, including an area which
we fondly call our ‘butterfly site’.

A recent survey identified 3 sites
on Hedleyhope Fell as being
suitable for the re-introduction
of the small pearl-bordered
fritillary. This small butterfly
used to be more widely
distributed, but has sadly
declined, particularly in the east
of the country, because its
habitat has been slowly
disappearing.

The site we’ve been working on
has been overgrown by gorse
over the years. Our first task has
been to cut the encroaching
gorse back to extend the site
and make it large enough to

Volunteering is a critical
part of the
development and
management of
Hedleyhope Fell over
the last two and a half
years. Without the
support of local
volunteers the majority
of management works
undertaken on the
reserve would simply
not happen!

The Hedleyhope Fell
Volunteer Task Force
work on a Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday and
Saturdays.

Join the Task Force In brief
� Over 1500 volunteer
days have been
committed in the last 2
years by volunteers.

� Hedleyhope Fell is
over 200ha in size,
making it the largest
reserve managed by
Durham Wildlife Trust.

� Groups from the
BTCV Green Gym,
Conservation Society
and Probation Service
are working on the Fell,
on average, once a
week.

� Parts of the Fell have
the most potential in
County Durham to
reintroduce the small
pearled-bordered
fritillary butterfly.

� Over 4000m of fence
has been erected to
enable grazing by
sheep and cattle.

� The Fell is an
important site for snipe
over the winter months
and many other ground
nesting birds during the
breeding season.

� This year the BTCV
held a week long
conservation holiday on
the Fell with some
volunteers coming from
as far away as Hong
Kong and Spain!

� Over 1700 juniper
trees have been planted
on the Fell by
volunteers.

� The Fell is important
for a range of reptiles
including the slow
worm, common lizard
and adder.

� The Hedleyhope Fell
Volunteer Task Force is
working on the Fell to
improve habitats for
wildlife and access for
people, 162 days of the
year!

Task Force

sustain a
breeding
population.
This has
meant huge
bonfires
which are
always fun!

The small
pearl-
bordered
fritillary
needs violets,
preferably marsh violets and dog
violets for its caterpillars to feed
on. There are some there
already, but because of the way
this butterfly lays its eggs, there
needs to be a high density of
violets covering the ground.
When the eggs hatch, the
caterpillars hide in the
undergrowth and nibble on
violet leaves. They spend the
winter hibernating in the
bottom of the vegetation before
emerging in the spring to carry

on eating. In late April to May
they make their chrysalis before
emerging in May to June as
beautiful butterflies.
Once the site is cleared we will
be planting more violets, then it
will be re-checked to make sure
it is ready for re-introduction.
Watch this space for more
updates on the progress of this
lovely site.

Marion Hannaford
HHF Volunteer Reserve Officer

VRO update

We carry out practical
conservation tasks such
as footpath maintenance,
wildlife surveys, bracken
control, tree and scrub
management and
heather burning. Pick
ups are available from
Witton-le-Wear, Crook
and Tow Law.

For more information
contact Craig Best on
01388 488728 or
cbest@durhamwt.co.uk
or call into Low Barns
Nature Reserve in Witton-
le-Wear for a chat.



Craig Best, Hedleyhope Fell Wildlife and Community Officer
Durham Wildlife Trust, Low Barns, Witton-le-Wear, Bishop Auckland,
County Durham DL14 0AG.
TEL: 01388 488728 EMAIL: cbest@durhamwt.co.uk

Durham Wildlife Trust aims to conserve wildlife and to promote
conservation within the County of Durham, City of Sunderland and
the Boroughs of Gateshead, South Tyneside and Darlington.
For further information visit www.durhamwt.co.uk
or www.towlaw.org.uk

Ten volunteers from EDF Energy in Sunderland donned casual
clothing for the day to help erect a fence at Hedleyhope Fell
Nature Reserve.

The team spent the day doing the groundwork for a barbed wire fence
to be installed, which will provide a buffer zone around a dry stone
wall for when cattle start to graze on the fell later in the year.

The event was held as part of the Helping Hands initiative, where
staff of every level and background are given two days of paid
company time each year to volunteer in the local communities the
company serves.

Volunteers are also given £100 per task by the company to buy
materials they need to complete the job.

EDF Energy works with local wildlife trusts across the business. The
company launched a countrywide ambassador scheme last year,
which encourages staff to volunteer to become either a One Planet or
One Community ambassador. The initiative aims to form strong
connections between EDF Energy and the communities it serves.

A rare plant called Petty Whin has been found in one
part of Hedleyhope Fell Nature Reserve.

Petty Whin is undergoing severe decline in the UK
partly due to lack of traditional heathland
management. It is very rare in the north east of
England and is restricted to moorlands in the western
half of the county where large stands of heather are
present. Hedleyhope fell is the most eastern locality in
county Durham!

Its main stronghold lies in the southern heaths – New
Forest, Dorset heaths and also in Wales

Petty Whin is a low growing spinny shrub, related to
gorse and broom – the pea family. It is very prone to
fire and this is why the short rotational burning
practices associated with grouse moor management
have had a major impact on the species.

Cattle grazing is one successful method to manage for

this species. The recent decision which gave
consent to fence Hedleyhope Fell will allow
grazing by both sheep and cattle.

The plant was found by Dr. Dave Wainwright of
Butterfly Conservation when undertaking a
butterfly survey. This discovery is fantastic news
as it was not confirmed as being present on site
until last week. The Fell is important for a wide
range of plant species including stags horn club
moss and adders tongue fern.

Over the next few months Trust staff and
volunteers will be undertaking a comprehensive
search of the site to try and identify other places
were this plant is present. The plant is certainly
isolated and this in its self makes it vulnerable to
disturbance for example, accidental fire. As a
precaution seeds will be taken and grown to
ensure this plant remains present and its range
extended at Hedleyhope Fell.

Rare species discovered
Petty whin

EDF energises the Fell
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