Wildlife Trust's delight as nature reserve confirms its importance for owls 

Wildlife Trust workers are celebrating after surveys confirmed that one of their nature reserves is home to all five of the UK's native owls.
Rainton Meadows, the expanse of wetland and grassland which surrounds Durham Wildlife Trust's headquarters at Houghton-le-Spring, is home to Tawny and Barn Owls as well as Little Owls, and Long-eared and Short-Eared Owls.
The reserve is bordered on three sides by housing and commercial development and one of the Long-Eared Owls was recently re-released after being found under the roof of the neighbouring office complex being constructed by contractors Bowmer and Kirkland Ltd.

The owl was rescued by some of the workers and returned to Rainton Meadows, where a local expert checked it was ok before releasing it back into the wild.
Mark Richardson, Deputy Director of Durham Wildlife Trust, said: "Reserves like Rainton Meadows are crucial because they provide areas of wildlife habitat amid built-up areas.
"The presence on our reserve of so many owls is particularly pleasing and a fine testament to the work that our staff and volunteers have been doing in recent years. To have all five native owls is excellent, especially considering the fall in numbers of species such as the barn owl. One of the main features of the reserve is the Short-eared Owls. We believe that we have had up to a dozen roosting at times and they have become a real attraction, as they hunt over the grasslands."
The reserve's importance does not stop at owls. Rainton Meadows is also an excellent site for other birds of prey, including kestrels and sparrow hawks, with recent sightings of buzzard and much rarer species such as merlin, Britain's smallest bird of prey, and even sightings of the endangered hen harrier.
Mr Richardson said: "The site supports good numbers of owls because it has such a high number of small mammals such as field voles, bank voles and wood mice, which make up a large proportion of their diet. We always knew that this reserve was important and these findings have confirmed just how significant it is. At a time when grasslands are disappearing at an alarming rate because of urban development, reserves like Rainton Meadows are ever more significant if these birds are going to survive."

