Brown urged to save our seas

The Wildlife Trusts call for Marine Bill

Gordon Brown is currently under pressure after failing to include a Marine Bill to protect marine habitats and wildlife in his list of priority Bills for 2007-8.  The Wildlife Trusts are now urgently campaigning for the Bill to be included in the next Queen's Speech (Nov) in order to regain momentum and ensure that the Government fulfils its manifesto commitment to introduce a Marine Bill in the current parliament. 

Less than 0.001% of the UK’s sea area is fully protected from damaging activities such as fishing and gravel-dredging.  Fragile habitats - such as seagrass meadows and maerl beds (a rare habitat built by a coral-like seaweed, home to 500+ species) - have been destroyed, and species such as bottlenose dolphins and corals are in decline.  In a UK-wide ICM poll commissioned by The Wildlife Trusts, nine out of ten people said that in circumstances where sea life is threatened by commercial activity, such as industrial fishing or dredging, priority should be given to protecting nature, even if this means putting restrictions on where commercial activities can take place.

The Wildlife Trusts state that the most important outcome of the Marine Bill should be a suite of Marine Reserves – areas of sea from which all damaging activities are excluded. In their report launched today, ‘Marine Reserves – TLC for our seas and sea life’, The Wildlife Trusts name 15 important wildlife areas around the UK coast to illustrate how Marine Reserves might protect wildlife and contribute towards healthy seas.  

This call for the Prime Minister to save our seas is a key challenge of the new Prime Minister’s leadership.  A reluctance to prioritise the protection of marine habitats and wildlife for future generations may cause the public to seriously question his commitment to the environment.

