[image: image1.png]Y

wildlife

TRUSTS






26 February 2008
The Wildlife Trusts welcome brighter future for water voles

The Wildlife Trusts celebrate as the water vole becomes a protected species

A century after the publication of The Wind in the Willows, and six years after a change in the law was first recommended, ‘Ratty’ is finally to receive full protection from the law, under new proposals announced today by Defra.

This important announcement has been a long time coming. The recommendation for full protection was made as part of the Quinquennial Review of the Wildlife and Countryside Act in 2002.  However, it has taken six years for the recommendation to reach the Minister for the Environment and to be accepted by Defra.

It will now be against the law to intentionally kill a water vole or to intentionally, or recklessly, damage or disturb the places they use for shelter or protection, meaning that their future is a safer one.

Threatened by habitat loss and predation by American mink, the water vole is the UK’s fastest declining native mammal.  In 1990 there were seven million water voles in the UK.  By 1998 numbers had crashed to less than a million and they have since continued to fall.  Previous legal protection for water voles, introduced in 1998, extended only to the animal’s habitat, not to the animal itself.  This has proved a source of confusion, resulting in the loss of important water vole colonies.

For the past decade, The Wildlife Trusts have been working hard to ensure that water voles survive, by improving wetland habitats and working to protect water voles from mink predation. 

Stephanie Hilborne, chief executive for The Wildlife Trusts, said: “We’re absolutely delighted water voles have finally been given this life line. Water voles have been lost from many parts of the UK, including areas where they were once widespread such as Cornwall, but this excellent news will undoubtedly help our efforts to bring the water vole back from the brink.

“Full legal protection should ensure remaining water vole populations are not damaged during development works and that incidents of trapping do not go unpunished.

“Over the last 10 years, The Wildlife Trusts have worked closely with the Environment Agency, Natural England, water companies and others to ensure the water vole remains a feature of our rivers, streams, canals and other watercourses.”
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Editors' notes:
· The Wildlife Trusts (TWT)  www.wildlifetrusts.org 
There are 47 local Wildlife Trusts across the whole of the UK, the Isle of Man and Alderney. We are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.  With 726,000 members, we are the largest UK voluntary organisation dedicated to conserving the full range of the UK’s habitats and species, whether they be in the countryside, in cities or at sea. 135,000 of our members belong to our junior branch, Wildlife Watch.  We manage 2,200 nature reserves covering more than 80,000 hectares; we stand up for wildlife; we inspire people about the natural world and we foster sustainable living.



