[image: image1.png]Y

wildlife

TRUSTS




[image: image2.png]Protecting Wildlife for the Future





23 August 2007

Bernard the Gurnard joins the call for a Marine Bill

The Wildlife Trusts are scaling up their Petition Fish campaign with the introduction of Bernard the Gurnard, an animated online petition. 

The Petition Fish campaign, launched in June at the House of Commons, aims to demonstrate public support for a Marine Bill.  Such has been the success of the original campaign The Wildlife Trusts are now launching an online version featuring Bernard the Gurnard, a fish frustrated by the wait for a Marine Bill. 
Bernard is a Red Gurnard, a bottom-feeding fish which lives in sandy areas around the UK coast.  Gurnards have two unusual features: they can walk (using slender ‘fingers’ - actually fin spines – to creep along the seabed) and they can ‘talk’ (they grunt and croak, perhaps to communicate with each other).  To see Bernard the Gurnard, click the link on The Wildlife Trusts’ homepage www.wildlifetrusts.org 

During the summer, 200 Petition Fish will be on display at Wildlife Trusts’ events throughout the UK and thousands of signatures have already been gathered.  To show support, simply sign your name on a gold or silver scale and attach it to the fish.  The campaign will reach a climax on Wednesday 10 October when all 200 Petition Fish will return to Westminster for an event with MPs.  The following week, the petition will be delivered to Downing Street, in a final bid to keep the Marine Bill afloat. 
Marine development manager, Lisa Browning, said: “The Wildlife Trusts have been campaigning for many years for new laws to protect marine wildlife.  The Government promised a Marine Bill in 2005 but we’re still waiting for it.  There have been two major consultations but, in spite of all the work that has gone into it, the Government’s enthusiasm for a Marine Bill seems to be waning.  The Bill wasn’t even in Gordon Brown’s list of priorities for the coming year.  

“That’s why the Petition Fish campaign is calling for the Marine Bill to be included in the Queen’s Speech in November – which would show a renewed commitment from the Government to improve the protection and management of the UK’s marine environment.”

For further information please contact:

Anna Guthrie
senior press officer
Tel: 01636 670075
Email: aguthrie@wildlifetrusts.org
Editors' notes:
Bernard the Gurnard was created by animators, JoandJoe.com, who specialise in marine-themed animated greeting cards (www.joandjoe.com).  The website offers a quick and easy way to send unique, personalised greetings.  Jo and Joe have created a series of atmospheric cards which people are proud to send and friends and family are delighted to receive.
· The Wildlife Trusts (TWT)  www.wildlifetrusts.org 
There are 47 local Wildlife Trusts across the whole of the UK, the Isle of Man and Alderney. We are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.  With 720,000 members, we are the largest UK voluntary organisation dedicated to conserving the full range of the UK’s habitats and species, whether they be in the countryside, in cities or at sea. 134,000 of our members belong to our junior branch, Wildlife Watch.  We manage 2,200 nature reserves covering more than 80,000 hectares; we stand up for wildlife; we inspire people about the natural world and we foster sustainable living.

Current big issues:

· A Living Landscape 
This report maps the way forward in countering climate change and restoring the UK’s battered ecosystems, for both wildlife and people; from inner cities to rural communities.  To download the report, click here A Living Landscape 

· Breathing Places  http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/ 
The UK’s leading wildlife and environment conservation organisations, The Wildlife Trusts and BTCV, have joined forces to work in partnership with the BBC to develop the Communities campaign for Breathing Places.  
· Marine 
The Wildlife Trusts have been campaigning for many years for comprehensive legislation to achieve better protection for marine wildlife and effective management of our seas.  For more information, click here Marine
· Wild About Gardens 
Wild About Gardens aims to bring the worlds of gardening and nature conservation closer together.  The project’s website, www.wildaboutgardens.org, hosts an online discussion forum for visitors to share tips, ideas and their experiences of wildlife in the garden on a county or UK-level.


